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Mission Statement 
Walden is a place where social, emotional 
and academic growth are valued equally, a 
place where students see possibilities, 
make meaningful choices, take risks, and 
emerge with a stronger sense of identity, 
belonging and purpose. It is a place where 
critical thought, creativity and 
independence are nurtured; where 
empathy, cultural awareness and tolerance 
are valued. We champion student choice 
and autonomy, authentic research and 
project work. Our mission is to develop 
competent, self-motivated learners 
dedicated to making positive 
contributions to society. 
 
Parent Involvement 
Walden families are asked to donate 40 
hours per family during the school year. 
Our 2012-13 parent community council 
members donated countless hours 
improving school programs, raising funds, 
and serving our students.  
 
Community Involvement 
Walden has had over 600 guest speakers, 
panel members, and professional mentors 
in the school during the past nine years. 
Working professionals, university 
students, and university faculty have all 
contributed to making Walden a vibrant 
place to learn. In addition, our students 
have taken advantage of a variety of 
workshops, conferences and forums at 
BYU, UVU, the U of U and USU. 
 
 

Demographics  
Walden is proud of our unique 
population. We consistently attract 
families from a wide range of cultural, 
socio-economic and ethnic backgrounds. 
Our 2012-13 data is skewed, due to a large 
temporary population of online students 
with minimal diversity. Our on campus 
population is considerably more diverse. 
 

 
 

Graduation Rates and Matriculation 
Walden teachers and counselors work 
extraordinarily hard to ensure that every 
senior is admitted to at least one college 
before graduation.  We have had nine 
graduating classes and only a small 
handful of students have chosen to leave 
school early or to take the GED. In 2013, 
we had a 100% graduation rate—the 
highest of any high school in the State. 
Walden graduates have been admitted to 
colleges as diverse as, Sarah Lawrence, 
Antioch, Bryn Mawr, BYU, Bard College, 
Barnard, Cornell College, NYU, Stanford 
Evergreen, University of Washington, 
Westminster, USU, UVU, and U of U. 



Academic Achievement 
As the new year begins, we are pleased to 
provide you with an annual update of the 
academic achievements of our students. 
 
In 2013, Walden High School was ranked 
by US News and World Report as one of 
Utah State’s Best High Schools. 
 
In 2011-12, Walden scored in the top 98% 
of Utah schools on the State’s UCAS system 
(the measure that tracks student academic 
proficiency and progress). In 2012-13, the 
addition of 157 online students (30% of our 
enrollment), resulted in lower scores overall. 
We have since discontinued our relationship 
with this online curriculum provider.  
 
CRT scores measure the rate at which 
students pass end-of-year core subject 
tests administered by the State. Walden 
students consistently outperformed Utah 
State averages in 2013. Although 
elementary math pass rates were not as 
high, progress scores were excellent, which 
means that students who were below 
proficiency in 2012 earned significantly 
better scores in 2013. We look forward to 
an even stronger showing in 2013-14. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Future Academic Plans 
We are excited to announce that Walden 
has been accepted as an International 
Baccalaureate Candidate School. Our 
administration and staff are currently 
undergoing rigorous IB training and plan 
to fully implement the IB Middle Years 
Programme (ages 11-16) in the 2014-15 
school year and the Diploma Programme 
(ages 16-18) in the 2014-15 school year. 
 
IB Middle Years Programme 
The IB Middle Years Program provides a 
rigorous framework of learning for grades 
6-10 designed to supports students in 
becoming inquirers, thinkers, principled, 
caring, knowledgeable, open-minded, 
reflective and balanced. MYP prepares 
students to become lifelong learners with 
exceptional writing and critical thinking 
skills and broad experience in the sciences, 
math, languages, fine arts, and humanities.  
 
IB Diploma Programme 
The IB Diploma Programme prepares 
students to live and work in a global 
economy. It establishes rigorous academic 
standards and pushes students to develop 
intellectually, emotionally, ethically and 
physically. Challenging IB curriculum 
prepares students to succeed at the 
university level and lets them earn 
university credit during their high school 
tenure. In their junior and senior years, 
students engage in a broad liberal arts 
education emphasizing writing, science, 
social studies, and humanities. Each 
student conducts original research and 
writes an extended essay on a topic of 
interest. The CAS (Creative, Action, 
Service) portfolio gives students the 
opportunity to use their talents and 
creative energy to develop artistic skills, 
serve their communities, build strong 
interpersonal relationships and establish 
healthy lifelong physical habits. Students 
who graduate with an IB diploma are 
frequently granted a year of college credit 
and can waive multiple college general 
education requirements. 



Teacher Quality Report 
Walden has a staff of highly qualified, 
credentialed teachers who are dedicated to 
their students and their profession.  
 
Highly Qualified Teachers 
Elementary (K-5) 7 
Secondary (6-12) 15 
 
HQ Teacher Education Levels 
Bachelor’s Degree 11 
Master’s Degree  9 
Doctoral Degree 2 
 
Highly Qualified Parapro Aides 
Elementary 12 
Secondary 4 
 
Authorized Teachers 
Although all Walden teachers are skilled in 
their subject areas and have the proper 
Utah State clearance to teach, a few of our 
part time teachers do not have the 
certification required by the Federal 
government to meet Highly Qualified 
criteria. We are using competent, 
experienced graduate students and 
professionals to teach a handful of 
language, science, and fine arts classes. 
You have a right to know the 
qualifications of your child’s teachers, in 
accordance with 20 USC §6311(h)(6).  
Please email or call Diana West if you 
have additional questions. 
 
The following teachers are qualified under 
Utah State authorization, but do not have 
Federal HQ status. All have university 
degrees and/or extensive professional 
experience and are invaluable to Walden. 

Derrick Clements—Broadcasting  
Joseph Perry—HS Tai Chi 
Meghan Sours—MS Art 
Austin Beck—Government 
Josh Dixson—Earth Science 
Kelsi Moore—Filmmaking 
Sarah Trottier—ASL 
Mark Nelson—Spanish 
Alex Wilson—Arabic 
 

Expedition Report 
At Walden, we provide our students with 
the opportunity to interact with our 
community and the wider world through a 
variety of field trips and travel. 2012-13 
expeditions included, but were not limited 
to: 
 
Elementary School 
The Nutcracker Ballet 
Timpanogos Cave 
Thanksgiving Point Museum  
Clarke Planetarium 
BYU’s Timp Lodge 
Kids on the Ice at Peaks Ice Arena 
North Fork Park 
Rowley’s Big Red Barn 
Scera Theater 
John Hutchings Museum of Natural 
History 
 
Middle School 
Moab, UT and Arches National Park 
BYU’s Timp. Lodge 
Muse Music Café  
Riverside Park 
CLAS Ropes Course 
Color Me Mine 
Utah Shakespeare Festival 
 
High School 
BYU & Springville Art Museums 
Utah Shakespeare Festival 
Timp Lodge Expedition 
Wasatch Back Walkabout 
Sundance Film Festival 
Seattle College Hopping Trip 
BYU & U of U Model UN 
UVU & BYU Forums and Symposiums 
Utah State Prison 
Utah Mosques and Synagogues 
Capitol Reef Expedition 
New York City Expedition 
CLAS Ropes Course 
Vietnam Expedition 
Moab and Arches National Park 
Utah Lake Science Expedition 
Tintic Mine Research 
 
 



 
Elementary Update 
In the 2012-2013 academic year, the Walden School elementary program continued its 
emphasis on experiential learning and development.  Students in all grades went on field 
trips in support of science, culture, and the arts. They also provided artwork for the 
Downtown Provo holiday retail window displays. We worked hard and devoted resources to 
on increasing literacy scores and were delighted to see the improvement that was 
achieved. The biggest improvement was seen with the incoming kindergarten cohort. At the 
beginning of the year, only 30% of the incoming 5 year olds were at the level expected for 
that time of year. By the end of the year, 73% of those same students were reading at grade 
level. We felt very good about the improvement across all grades and we will continue this 
direction during the 2013-2014 school year. The elementary program used a small portion of 
its fundraising income to continue to support an orphaned child in Uganda. In addition to 
funding her school fees we were able to buy mosquito nets for the family’s sleeping needs 
and a goat to help provide an income for them. Communicating with this student and 
learning about her life helps provide a global perspective to students in our school including 
those who may also struggle with financial concerns or changing family circumstances. 
 
High School Update 
Walden secondary students have the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of authentic 
learning experiences and competitions. Our students have been extraordinarily successful in 
their quest to excel in their academic and creative pursuits.  Following are some of last year’s 
success stories. We can’t include every honor, but we want to share a sampling of what our 
students have achieved. If you have award information to add to our list, please forward it so 
we can share your student’s success! 

Congratulations to the many Walden students who received honors and awards: 
• Devin Lindley received an award of excellence in the juried All-State High School 

Art Show at the Springville Museum. 
• Courtney Money was awarded a Diversity Science Scholars Summer Scholarship to 

the University of Utah 
• Kaden Roland received a citizenship award for his National Guard service.  
• Middle School Creative Computing students built a 3D animation of NASA's 

SOFIA aircraft and telescope, and,the Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared 
Astronomy. These pieces were assembled and turned into a series of animations that 
will be used in videos for the NASA SOFIA website and to describe the Airborne 
Astronomy Ambassadors program. 

• Chemistry students used money from an American Chemical Society Hach Grant to 
study soil contamination in the Tintic Mining District around Eureka, Utah. 

• 37% of Walden’s 10th-12th grade students met the rigorous standards to be a part of 
National Honor Society. 

• Walden’s Coed Soccer Team won the State Championship in the Utah Small School 
Athletic Division. 

• Sydney Peery had creative work published in 2 online literary journals and was a 
Sterling Scholar nominee in English. 

• Jeffrey Willeto won 1st place Jr. Boys Tradition Native Cultures recognition from the 
Native Council for Engineering 

• Rian Lawrence received 3rd place in Dance at the Cedar City Shakespeare 
Competition and competed on the regional level for Sterling Scholar for Science. 


